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the Iroquois have harassed the French settlements
during the summer, especially that at Three Riv-
ers,— for'which material is furnished by a letter
received from that place. Nearly the same ground
is traversed herein as in the Journal des Jfcuites (in
the volume preceding this), but with more detail of
circumstance. As a climax to all their anxieties and
dangers, the report comes that the Iroquois clans are
preparing for a general and united attack upon the
French settlements during the coming winter. The
•writer appeals for aid from France in this time of
need,—saying that the country is now practically
self-supporting, and that it needs only to have a few
hundred workingmen sent hither each year; these
would be at once an aid in the development of the
country, and a defense against the Iroquois. A
similar request is also made by Noel Tekwerimat,
the Sillery chief, in a letter which he writes to
Father le Jeune.

Thus far the Relation proper; it is followed by a
long account of Mother Marie de St. Joseph, the
Ursuline nun. Her childhood is characterized by
devoutness and purity, and she would rather read the
lives of saints than play with her comrades. Having
been sent to an Ursuline convent for her education,
she resolves to become a nun; and, although she has
not reached the age required for the novitiate, her
entreaties are so importunate that she is admitted
thereto. A dream sent from Heaven gives her
strength to resist the efforts made by her family to
keep her with them; and, at the age of sixteen, she
takes the veil, in the Ursuline convent at Tours,
where she greatly edifies all. At the call for nuns
to go to Canada with Madame de la Peltrie, Marie de


